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Five years have passed since the September 11t terrorist attacks, but the memory of that day is permanently etched
in all of our minds. Since the attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, our country has shown the
world that the freedoms we hold dear remain at the heart of every citizen. We will never forget 9-11, nor the brave
men and women who sacrificed their lives trying to save others.

Washington Update

This month, the House approved the conference
report for the Fiscal Year 2007 National
Defense Authorization bill. This bill authorizes
a total of $462.8 billion for the Department of
Defense and its programs. Included in the
National Defense Authorization conference
report is language requiring the Department of
Defense to report to Congress and implement a
plan to assist local non-DOD schools
experiencing growth because of BRAC. The
final bill also includes a 2.2 percent pay increase
for military personnel and extends certain
special pay and bonuses for reserve personnel.

In addition, the House approved bipartisan
legislation to help level the playing field
between American workers and the Federal
Prison Industries. This bill would remove, over
a five-year period, the current requirements that
federal agencies must give priority to the
Federal Prison Industries system when
purchasing products or services. “Currently,
federal agencies are required to use the Federal
Prison Industries system to purchase many of
their products and services,” said Cramer. “This
legislation removes that requirement, preserves
competition, and creates a level economic
playing field for all parties.”
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APPROPRIATIONS UPDATE:

In September, Representative Cramer, a member of the House
Appropriations Committee announced that the House approved
conference reports for the Fiscal Year 2007 Defense
Appropriations Act as well as the FY 2007 Homeland Security
Appropriations Act. The following are highlights from each bill.

Defense — This legislation provides $377.6 billion for the
Department of Defense and its programs. The total includes
$9.37 billion for ballistic missile defense programs, of which
$3.055 billion is provided for the Redstone-managed Ground-
Based Midcourse Defense (GMD) System.

In addition, Representative Cramer announced that he included
$7.05 million for defense projects in North Alabama.

Homeland Security — This legislation provides $3.4 million for
first responders. This includes $547 million for the Assistance
to Firefighter Grants program, $375 million for State and Local
Law Enforcement Terrorism Prevention grants, $352 million for
First Responder training, exercise, and assistance programs, and
$115 million for the Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency
Response (SAFER) Grant program. The final bill also provides
$200 million for the Emergency Management Performance
Grant (EMPG) program, a 9 percent increase over FY 2006
levels.

To learn more on these and all of the FY 2007 Appropriations
bills, please go to Representative Cramer’s website,
http://cramer.house.gov.
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Washington Update Continued

The House also approved bipartisan legislation requiring the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to protect veterans
from identity fraud. The Veterans Identity and Credit Security
Act would require the VA to report to Congress after any data
theft and to provide credit monitoring and fraud remediation
services to affected individuals. It also requires a study on the
feasibility of using personal identification numbers other than
Social Security numbers to organize veterans benefits data.

Legislation was also approved to formally authorize the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to study,
manage, and conserve the ocean and coastal resources of the
United States. In addition to its ocean and coastal
responsibilities, NOAA, which operates as part of the U.S.
Department of Commerce, manages the National Weather
Service, including the Huntsville Weather Forecasting Office.
Today’s bill specifically directs the Commerce secretary to
maintain the National Weather Service within NOAA.

District Update

Representative Cramer hosted his annual Military Academy
Day this month for all high school students in Alabama’s Fifth
Congressional District. ~ Cramer discussed with students,
families, and guidance counselors the requirements and
procedures for attending one of the U.S. military academies.
At Cramer’s invitation, representatives from the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, the U.S. Naval Academy, the U.S. Air
Force Academy, the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, and the U.S.
Merchant Marine Academy were also in attendance to answer
questions about each academy.
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Key Votes Update

This month, the U.S. House of Representatives
approved numerous legislation aimed at
securing the United States border and
preventing illegal immigration. The following
bills were supported by Rep. Cramer.

The Secure Fence Act of 2006, Authorizes
the Department of Homeland Security to
construct approximately 700 miles of fencing
along specified areas of the United States and
Mexican border.

(Approved 283-138)

The Border Tunnel Prevention Act, creates
criminal penalties of up to twenty years of
imprisonment for constructing illegal tunnels
under the U.S. border, and up to ten years for
anyone who permits the construction or use of
such a tunnel on their land.

(Approved 422-0)

The Immigration Law Enforcement Act,
Clarifies that state and local law enforcement
agencies have the inherent authority to
investigate, apprehend, detain, or transfer into
federal custody any illegal immigrant.
(Approved 277-140)

The More Border Patrol Agents Now Act,
Permits the Department of Homeland Security
to offer recruitment bonuses to entice new
hires and retention bonuses to prevent the loss
of existing agents.

(Approved by voice vote)

For More Information on These and Other News Items Please Visit:
http://cramer.house.gov




